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The struggle for transparency: 

‘People under Article 19-A of the Constitution have the right to access 

information held by government institutions but they often violated this 

law and deny the citizens their right,’ said Balochistan Finance Minister 

Mir Zahoor Ahmed Buledi. As compared to the Federal RAI Act 2017 

and other provincial RTI laws, Balochistan Freedom of Information Act 

2005 has many shortcomings and is considered as the weakest law. 

Without any doubt, Balochistan province pioneered in the enactment of 

freedom of information law, yet it failed to bring reforms in the already 

existing freedom of information law. Centre for Peace and Development 

Initiatives (CPDI), Media Matters for Democracy (MMFD) and Pakistan 

Press Foundation (PPF) have taken steps to advocate for bringing 

reforms in the existing FOI act. Right to Information (RTI) is a vital 

element of democracy. It gives right to public to request public 

information from state departments, which can lead to rule of law, 

transparency and accountability and creates a sense of responsibility 

and citizenship in citizens. People of Balochistan should also be given 

this fundamental right. Provincial authorities should recognize the 

efforts of advocacy groups and social welfare organizations and should 

bring reforms in Balochistan Freedom of Information Act. 



 

 

India 

PM CARES Fund not a public authority under RTI Act 

National Herald India 

Activist Saket Gokhale had sought copy of the trust deed and trustees of the Fund through RTI. 

He filed an appeal when this was turned down on the grounds that the Fund was not a ‘public 

authority’.… 

 

Zimbabwe 

New Freedom of Information Bill signed into law 

The Herald Zimbabwe 

The new Act, a giant step forward in the reform agenda, repeals the long-criticised Access to 

Information and Protection of Privacy Act (AIPPA).…. 

 

Pakistan  

Law Ministry ordered to provide lists of lawyers, law firms it engaged 

The News 

In a historic verdict, Pakistan Information Commission (PIC) has directed the Law Ministry to 

provide the details of the lawyers and the law firms engaged by the governments of Pakistan…. 

 

USA   

Let’s celebrate Freedom of Information Act 

Journal Review 

The Freedom of Information Act was signed into law by President Lyndon B. Johnson on July 4, 

1966. This legislation gives citizens the right to request and obtain documents.…. 

 

Ghana 

Lack of funds hindering implementation of Right to Information law  

My Joy Online 

The reality was, we had a plan but lack of funding more or less affected a great part of this 

implementation process.... 

 

India 

The reality was, we had a plan but lack of funding more or less affected a great part of this 

implementation process  

Nagpur Today 

A unique book on Right to Information (RTI) is going to be released soon. It contains all the 

landmark decisions given by various High Courts and Supreme Court of India…. 

 

Pakistan 

Balochistan information law is the weakest 

The Express Tribune 

This was concluded during an online consultative session between stakeholders for bringing 

reforms in the law. The session had been organised by the Centre for Peace and Development 

Initiatives (CPDI) on Sunday…. 

 

New Zeeland     

Government to rewrite Official Information Act 

https://www.nationalheraldindia.com/india/pm-cares-fund-not-a-public-authority-under-rti-act-appellate-authority-in-pmo-affirms
https://www.herald.co.zw/aippa-scrapped-new-freedom-of-information-bill-signed-into-law/
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/680930-law-ministry-ordered-to-provide-lists-of-lawyers-law-firms-it-engaged
https://www.journalreview.com/stories/lets-celebrate-freedom-of-information-act,124183?
https://www.myjoyonline.com/news/national/lack-of-funds-hindering-implementation-of-right-to-information-law-information-ministry/
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.largsandmillportnews.com/news/17755767.hunterston-dredging-plan-uncovered-freedom-information-request/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYAioUMTI5MDM2MzcwNjU3MjU2MTQ5MTgyGmQ3ZDJlMDBiYzYwODE0NDI6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNE-jmTJpsIEU22ZaLliROjsyW5uCQ
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.largsandmillportnews.com/news/17755767.hunterston-dredging-plan-uncovered-freedom-information-request/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYAioUMTI5MDM2MzcwNjU3MjU2MTQ5MTgyGmQ3ZDJlMDBiYzYwODE0NDI6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNE-jmTJpsIEU22ZaLliROjsyW5uCQ
https://www.nagpurtoday.in/the-book-digest-of-rti-cases-on-right-to-information-will-be-released-soon/07050840
https://www.nagpurtoday.in/the-book-digest-of-rti-cases-on-right-to-information-will-be-released-soon/07050840
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/defence-ministry-spent-785-crore-on-legal-fee/article28430378.ece&ct=ga&cd=CAEYAioTNzI5MjAyODMzOTIzNDUwODAzNDIaM2RlMmQ1OGY0ZTUzM2FiZTpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AFQjCNG9VlcX6pQ5cvZ0s8p4NFum4fKViQ
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/defence-ministry-spent-785-crore-on-legal-fee/article28430378.ece&ct=ga&cd=CAEYAioTNzI5MjAyODMzOTIzNDUwODAzNDIaM2RlMmQ1OGY0ZTUzM2FiZTpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AFQjCNG9VlcX6pQ5cvZ0s8p4NFum4fKViQ
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2253540/balochistan-information-law-weakest
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/122045312/government-to-rewrite-official-information-act


 

 

Stuff 

Public consultation about the law’s effectiveness revealed an apparently broken process, with 

OIA users complaining of excessive delays and deletions, …. 

 

Mozambique  

Culture of secrecy frustrating Freedom of Information 

All Africa 

Mozambican civil society organisations have warned that a pervasive culture of secrecy in the 

Mozambican state is frustrating compliance with the law on freedom of information…. 

 

Gambia     

The Gambia embarks on journey to adopt ATI law 

Ifex 

Access to Information is one of the pillars of a strong democratic government. The legal right to 

request information from government can lead to transparency, accountability and encourages 

citizens to participate in public life…. 

https://allafrica.com/stories/202007090831.html
https://ifex.org/the-gambia-embarks-on-journey-to-adopt-ati-law/

