
 

1 

 

Young RTI Champions Winter Camp 

December 23, 2013 to December 24, 2013 

Lockwood Hotel, Murree 

 

Background and Rationale: 

With the enactment of Punjab Transparency and Right to Information Act 2013 on November 

2013, over 100 million residents  of  Punjab  have,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  

Pakistan,  the  right  to  seek  information  from  their  public bodies and make them accountable 

in matters of public importance. After successfully advocating for an effective Right to 

Information law for the province, CPDI objective of its work on transparency and right to 

information in Punjab is now to get this law implemented. It is in this context that CPDI team 

held awareness rising sessions in educational institutions of six districts i.e. Rawalpindi, Jhelum, 

Lahore, Sargodha, Joharabad and Jhang in November and December. The students of these 

Educational Institutions were invited to take part in essay competition on „Significance of Right 

to Information in Attainment of Fundamental Rights. Based on their performance in the essay 

writing competition, 18 students, three each from one district, were selected for Young RTI 

Champions Winter Camp for four days intensive training on different aspects of Right to 

Information which was held from December 24 to 27, 2013 in Murree. The students were 

imparted training on governance structures in the context of right to information and the 

relevance of Right to Information for a common man. After giving them an overview of the 

legislative landscape of right to information  in  Pakistan,  the  participants  were  involved  in  

detailed  and  thorough  discussion  on  the  salient  features  of  Punjab Transparency and Right 

to Information Act 2013. The most significant aspect of this training was that each participant 

identified a particular issue and drafted an information request under Punjab right to information 

law.   

After the feedback of the resource persons, the participants were facilitated to dispatch their 

information requests from the Winter Camp. The participants also designed RTI Campaigns for 

their respective districts and it is hoped that in the coming  months  these  Young  RTI  

Champions  would  become  catalysts  of  change  in  their  respective  communities  and help 

their community members to use this law for personal and public benefits. As a part of long term 

engagement strategy with Young RTI Champions, CPDI would continue providing them 

technical support and opportunities to show-case their work in CPDI events.   
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Day 1  

Following sessions were held in four day winter training camp. 

Understanding Governance Structure of Pakistan in the Context of Right to 

Information: 

Mr. Mukhtar Ahmed Ali apprised the participants about various systems of governments that 

have prevailed throughout human history. He said that we often see instrumental use of religion 

which was the case in dark ages as well as kings used religion to give sanction to their rule. He 

also dwelt how at length how understanding about human rights have evolved over centuries. He 

provided an interesting comparison about the exercise of human rights in dark ages and in 

modern times.  He shared with the participants 

that often restrictions on freedom of speech 

were imposed to protect personal interest. He 

said that our constitution was federal in nature 

and provinces enjoyed autonomy within the 

limits set in the constitution. Sharing his views 

on sovereignty, he said that it was a relative 

concept and no state enjoys absolute 

sovereignty. The concept of state sovereignty 

has changed and even as powerful country as 

United States does not enjoy absolute 

sovereignty. US cannot make policies against China because it has taken loans from China and 

because of Chinese economic clout. He said that media is not fourth pillar of state. There are 

only three pillars of state i.e. judiciary, executive and legislature. He further said that in 

parliamentary form of government, executive is the sub-set of legislature. He also gave examples 

to drive home the point how parliamentary form of government was different from presidential 

form of government. He said that we often hear that system is bad. The system is bad because it 

is not transparent. He said that accountability starts when we start asking questions. He also 

opined that right to information brings citizens and state institutions closer. Giving examples of 

the value of right to information, he said that if a person can ask questions to Chief of Army Staff 

and Prime Minister, his loyalty with the state increases. He said that right to information 

strengthens relationship between state and citizens. It is extremely important that citizens ask 

questions to state functionaries in writing.  

Right to Information and Common Man: 

Ms Natalia Tariq based her presentation on her paper titled „Instrumentality of Right to 

Information‟. She said that good right to information laws have been enacted in the country in 

the recent past. If citizens are not able to use these laws, these laws will remain part of statute 

books. She said that right to information is linked with other socio-economic rights. Quoting 

Amertiya Senn, she said that famines have occurred in societies where there has not been free 
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flow of information. Dwelling on the value of right to information, she said that right to 

information has an instructive value as well as it makes people about their basic and fundamental 

rights. Illustrating how right to information has linkages with other rights; she said that there was 

interplay between right to education and right to information in Thai Land. She shared the case 

study of a Thai student who was denied admission in school and her mother fought for her right 

to education through the use of right to information legislation. She shared how 38 out of 128 

students failed in admission test and were 

able to get admission by offering bribes. 

Thai mother sought access to answer 

sheets to protect her daughter‟s right to 

education. Eventually, she won and her 

daughter got the admission. Ms. Natalia 

said that struggle of one person leads to 

landmark changes for rights of people at 

national level. She also shared with 

participants characteristics of Indian right 

to information movement and said that it 

has largely been grass root based. She 

shared with participants how labourers 

used right to information to ensure right of minimum wages in Rajisthan. She said that MKSS 

would hold public hearings and highlight gaps in practise and what was there in the documents. 

Eventually, right to know and right to life led to the enactment of Indian right to information law. 

She said that right to information has immense potential to address social unbalances. The right 

to information is so empowering that it empowers even a daily wage labourer. In Pakistan, 

challenge for us is to take right to information to the common people and youth can play 

tremendous role in this regard.  

Group Work: 

Ms Natalia Tariq also conducted group work. Each 

participant was asked to answer the following 

questions. 

 Make a list of way in which freedom of 

information makes a difference in your life. 

 Identify an issue/area that you would like 

information about. 

The participants shared their thoughts on these topics 

and thought provoking and interesting discussion 

ensued. The participants were able to see from the 

examples they quoted themselves how right to information was relevant in their own lives. 
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Day 2 

Right to Information Legislative Landscape in Pakistan 

Mr. Zahid Abdullah gave an overview of right to information legislation in Pakistan. He was of 

the view that though Pakistan was the first country in South Asia to legislate on right to 

information, it came up with a largely ineffective right to information law in the shape of 

Freedom of Information Ordinance 2002. While Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab did not 

legislate on this issue for a long time, Balochistan and Sindh adopted federal Freedom of 

Information Ordinance 2002. He shared with the participants that 2013 has been a watershed 

year for right to information movement in the country as both Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab 

have carried out effective legislation on right to information. He shared with participants salient 

features of Punjab Transparency and Right to Information Act 2013. He shared with the 

participants that preamble of Punjab right to information law is good as it refers to the 

constitutionality of right to information and links accountability of government departments right 

to information. Punjab law takes lead on KP law as it also extends this right to legal entities. This 

is a significant point in the sense that media organizations, think tanks, corporate organizations, 

NGOs and other legal entities will be able to access information from Punjab government 

departments but KP government departments are not bound to provide information to legal 

entities. It is important that a right to information law is extended to a legal entity also because at 

times interests of a citizen coincide with those of vested interest. What is truly excellent about 

Punjab right to information law is that the process of filing information requests is easy and cost 

effective. There is no fee for filing information request and only the actual cost of reproducing 

and sending it to the applicant will be charged. In Punjab right to information law, the time limit 

for providing the requested information is 14 working days, extendable to further 14 working 

days on justifiable grounds. Information pertaining to life and property of a person is to be 

provided within two working days. Punjab right to information law has  empowered Punjab 

Information Commission to impose penalty on an official for unlawfully delaying or denying 

access to information. Under KP law, an official can be imposed a penalty of Rs. 250 per day for 

delaying or denying access to information and it can go up to 25, 000. In Punjab law, the fine is 

linked with the salary to offset the inflationary impact on currency and fine of two days of salary 

for each day of delay in providing the requested information can be imposed by Punjab 

Information Commission and it can go up to 50,000. Punjab law has also declared all documents 

as public that are 50 years old. Talking about exempted information, he said that it is extremely 

encouraging to note that both KP and Punjab laws have not given absolute exemption to any type 

of information and if the public interest necessitates, information will be made available even if 

it belongs to categories of exempted information. KP law is more vocal in this regard than 

Punjab law and says: ““there shall be a strong presumption in favor of the disclosure of 

information that exposes corruption, criminal wrongdoing, and other serious breaches of the law, 

human rights abuse, or serious harm to public safety or the environment;”.  Both laws have 

strong provisions for proactive disclosure of information held by public bodies. KP law makes it 



 

5 

 

binding on a public body to publish its annual report and submit to Speaker Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa & Information Commission to show its 

progress in implementation of its legal obligations, 

detailed about information requests and responses and ask 

speaker KP Information Commission to take necessary 

action. Punjab law requires public bodies to publish 

annual reports of their activities and make them available 

but does not make it binding on public bodies to submit 

them to Punjab Assembly or Punjab Information 

Commission. With regard to formation of their 

commissions, both laws could have done better. Under 

KP law, KP government will have the power to appoint two commissioners and one will be the 

nominee of Peshawar Bar Council. The Punjab law says that    the commission shall not consist 

of more than three commissioners which means that it could be a one member commission. 

Moreover, the appointment of commissioners will be the sole discretion of the Punjab 

government.  It would have been better if both laws had envisaged selection committee 

comprising members from opposition and treasury benches to appoint commissioners. In the 

final analysis, both Punjab and KP have enacted robust and progressive laws which can be 

further improved when these laws are tested through implementation. The onus is on civil 

society organizations that have been demanding the enactment of these laws. Their real task has 

just begun.  

Group Work on Punjab Transparency and Right to Information Act 2013: 

 

Zahid Abdullah divided the participants into four groups and assigned the following topics:    

Group 1: Key features of Preamble of Punjab Transparency and RTI Law and its Linkages with 

Article 19-A, Public accountability and rights of Citizens.  

Group 2: Information Exempted under Punjab RTI Law  

Group 3: Public Interest Vs Exempted Information 

Group 4: Proactive disclosure of Information under Punjab RTI Law 

World Cafe  

In this session, Mr. Kausar Abbas engaged the participants in a group activity. He made 3 cafes 

and 3 groups of 6 people to prepare presentation in their cafes on following topics:  

1. How can we resolve our local issues by using RTI?  

2. Role of Media to implement RTI in Pakistan 
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Process of submitting Information Requests under Punjab Transparency and Right 

to Information Act 2013   

Mr. Zahid Abdullah took this session and briefed participants about the process pertaining to 

submitting information requests under Punjab Transparency and Right to Information Act 2013.  

Day 3 

Individual Information Requests to District Government Departments    

In this session, each participant wrote information request to a Punjab public body. Their 

information requests were reviewed by Mr. Zahid Abdullah and Mr. Kausar Abbas. The 

participants were facilitated to post their information requests from Winter Camp. These 

information requests will be followed at all stages and CPDI will continue providing technical 

support to Young RTI Champions.  

  

 

Day 4 

Designing Campaign to solve selected issues through RTI: 

In this session, participants were facilitated to design RTI campaign which they committed to 

launch in their respective districts. The participants were divided into their districts and each 

group designed a RTI campaign for their respective districts. Executive Director, CPDI gave 

feedback on the RTI campaigns designed by the participants. He said that he was impressed by 

the innovative ideas that the young participants had inculcated in their campaigns.  

Following are the broad features of RTI campaigns designed by the participants. 

 Lahore Champions designed their campaign by the name of “RTI a Wake up Call”. 

Participants from Lahore also performed a short skit on the usage and importance of RTI.   
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 All students committed to perform awareness raising sessions, declamation contest and to 

form RTI groups at their respective universities and colleges.  

 Each district group committed to send at least 20 information requests in next 3 months.  

 Jhang group committed to develop liaison with religious leaders especially in rural areas 

to spread the importance of RTI in Jumma Khutba.  

 All the 6 groups committed to interact with presenters and DJs of FM radio stations of 

their educational institutions and use FM radio stations of their institutions to spread 

awareness about right to information.  

 Students committed to arrange seminars on right to information in their institutions. 

  The participants highlighted the significance of social media in creating awareness about 

right to information and committed to create Facebook page groups, twitter accounts, 

web blogs and Websites to highlight work of district Young RTI Champions. 

In the end, Mr. Amer Ejaz distributed certificates amongst the participants.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


