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Public information more important than ever: 

"In a pandemic, information can mean the difference between life and 

death. Under no circumstances can the pandemic be an excuse for 

undermining democracy." said Brent Jolly, President of the Canadian 

Association of Journalists (CAJ). During times like these when state 

authorities take important decisions on health, freedom and rights, it is 

the duty of the state to share information based on facts and true 

figures. If public departments are hampering the public information 

that is vital to individuals for making well informed decisions then state 

should take immediate steps to remove those barriers in the way of 

information dissemination. Right to Information (RTI) is a fundamental 

right of a citizen and they should be given liberty to exercise this right. 



 

 

Bangladesh  

Right to access information 

The Daily Star 

All individuals as citizens of any country have the right to seek and receive information held by 

government and private authorities with a view to ensuring transparency.… 

 

Pakistan 

Does an ordinary citizen enjoy the right to access of information in Pakistan? 

The Nation 

Democracy cannot flourish in a region where the inhabitants do not know the actual performance 

of the people they have elected…. 

 

India 

Information wars are nothing new 

Deccan Herald  

A citizen’s legal right to information, even in exigent circumstances such as the coronavirus 

pandemic, is rendered meaningless…. 

 

India  

PMO says Prime Minister’s National Relief Fund not a ‘public authority’ under RTI Act 

National Herald 

The PMO had earlier refused to divulge information about the PM Cares Fund by holding that it 

did not qualify as a “public authority” under the RTI Act…. 

 

United kingdom (UK) 

Freedom of Information Act and why is it important? 

Local London 

Though not often advertised through any form of public domain, the Freedom of Information Act 

is a bill which allows members of the public to request information.... 

 

India  

Is Right to Information regime losing steam in its 16th year? 

The Economic Times 

Widely acclaimed as one of the strongest legislations in the world, the RTI Act firmly 

established India’s democratic credentials in the world…. 

 

Pakistan 

Govt officials, depts filed most cases against journalists 

The News 

The government has emerged as “the single largest predator of journalists” when it comes to 

filing legal cases against them for their journalism…. 

 

Pakistan  

Disclosing assets of top NAB bosses against public interest, rules PIC 

Geo News 

The Pakistan Information Commission (PIC) on Tuesday ruled that issuing the details of assets 

and properties owned by the National Accountability Bureau's (NAB)…. 

https://www.thedailystar.net/law-our-rights/news/right-access-information-1992469
https://nation.com.pk/10-Nov-2020/does-an-ordinary-citizen-enjoy-the-right-to-access-of-information-in-pakistan
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/information-wars-are-nothing-new-909709.html
https://www.nationalheraldindia.com/india/now-pmo-says-prime-ministers-national-relief-fund-not-a-public-authority-under-rti-act
https://www.thisislocallondon.co.uk/youngreporter/18837612.freedom-information-act---important---yahya-monib-bancrofts-school/
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.largsandmillportnews.com/news/17755767.hunterston-dredging-plan-uncovered-freedom-information-request/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYAioUMTI5MDM2MzcwNjU3MjU2MTQ5MTgyGmQ3ZDJlMDBiYzYwODE0NDI6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNE-jmTJpsIEU22ZaLliROjsyW5uCQ
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.largsandmillportnews.com/news/17755767.hunterston-dredging-plan-uncovered-freedom-information-request/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYAioUMTI5MDM2MzcwNjU3MjU2MTQ5MTgyGmQ3ZDJlMDBiYzYwODE0NDI6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNE-jmTJpsIEU22ZaLliROjsyW5uCQ
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/is-right-to-information-regime-losing-steam-in-its-16th-year/articleshow/78986898.cms
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/defence-ministry-spent-785-crore-on-legal-fee/article28430378.ece&ct=ga&cd=CAEYAioTNzI5MjAyODMzOTIzNDUwODAzNDIaM2RlMmQ1OGY0ZTUzM2FiZTpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AFQjCNG9VlcX6pQ5cvZ0s8p4NFum4fKViQ
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/defence-ministry-spent-785-crore-on-legal-fee/article28430378.ece&ct=ga&cd=CAEYAioTNzI5MjAyODMzOTIzNDUwODAzNDIaM2RlMmQ1OGY0ZTUzM2FiZTpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AFQjCNG9VlcX6pQ5cvZ0s8p4NFum4fKViQ
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/738345-govt-officials-depts-filed-most-cases-against-journalists-study
https://www.geo.tv/latest/316685-disclosing-assets-of-top-nab-bosses-against-public-interest-rules-pic


 

 

 

Jamaica 

Access to Information on public investment projects 

Jamaica Information Service 

The Ministry of Finance and the Public Service on Wednesday launched the Jamaica Investment 

Map, a digital platform that will facilitate interactive public access to information…. 

 

Canada 

Annual Report to Parliament on the Access to Information Act 

Government of Canada 

Over the last few fiscal years, PCO has continued to make progress on complaints by working 

with the OIC to resolve them…. 

 

Canada  

Public's right to know more important than ever during pandemic 

Newswire/CLD 

The federal government has maintained a very cavalier approach to meeting its legal obligations 

under Canada's Access to Information Act…. 

https://jis.gov.jm/access-to-information-on-public-investment-projects/
https://www.canada.ca/en/privy-council/corporate/transparency/access-information-privacy/access-information-2019-2020.html
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/public-s-right-to-know-more-important-than-ever-during-pandemic-805355998.html

