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Success Story 

CPDI Contribution to the Enactment of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

Right to Information Act 2013 

 

For a democratic setup to flourish, it requires accountability as much as it needs other bolstering 

factors. Keeping public office holders 

accountable not only ensures a transparent and 

progressive state but it also yields a sense of 

belonging into the hearts of citizens. This, 

however, is only possible if free and fair flow 

of information prevails between state 

institutions and citizens. October 01 , 2013 will 

be remembered as a historic day, for on this 

day the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly 

approved “Right to Information Act 2013” and 

guaranteed citizen’s right to information in the 

light of Article 19-A of the Constitution of 

Pakistan. With this, a remarkable struggle of Center for Peace and Development Initiatives 

(CPDI) finally bore fruit. 

CPDI working under Transparency and 

Accountability theme in collaboration with 

Coalition on Right to Information, CRTI) has 

been the prime advocator on Right to 

Information. It has been a commendable journey, 

during which CPDI not only advocated, created 

pressure groups amidst Federal and Provincial 

political corridors, intervened during critical law 

making phases, launched a vigorous social media 

campaign, but also, was pioneering civil society 

organization to present the headmost 

comprehensive draft on Right to Information 

legislation to the newly elected Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa government. It was challenging to 

encounter forces which never wanted to allow public access to information. CPDI called a press 

conference on July 24, 2013 in Peshawar, condemning approval of an ineffective RTI draft 

which had won Khyber  

Pukhtunkhwa’s Cabinet approval in June 2013. As a consequence, the tempered RTI draft was 

supervened on August 13, 2013 with progressive and robust Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Right to 

Information Ordinance 2013. Mr. Zahid Abdullah from Center for Peace and Development 

“Advocating for an effective 

implementation of RTI Act will 

remain our core objective; we will 

observe and strengthen our 

efforts”,  

Amir Ejaz Butt,  
Executive Director  

Center for Peace and Development Initiatives. 
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Initiatives was on the distinguished panel at Right to Information launching ceremony headed by 

Chairman Pakistan Tehreek e Insaf, Imran Khan at Peshawar.“RTI law is the key, guaranteeing 

the constitutional right of citizens as enunciated in the Article 19-A of the Constitution of 

Pakistan”, said Pervez Khattak Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The story does not end 

here. When Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Right to Information Ordinance 2013 was submitted in the 

provincial assembly for its approval, CPDI protested against amendments suggested by certain 

members of Select Committee of Provincial Assembly, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.   Right to 

Information Act 2013 was approved on October 31, 2013 by the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

Assembly, a law which is regarded as one of the best laws in the world by the Center for Law 

and Democracy, a prestigious, Canadian based research entity. 

 

Incidentally, CPDI is also taking lead on the implementation of this law as well and on January 

8, 2014, Zahid Abdullah, a staff member of CPDI was given information about number of 

vehicles in use of Deputy Commissioner Nowshera.  What is truly excellent about the law is 

public office holders are now liable to provide requested information to the requestor and the 

process of filing information requests is easy and cost effective. There is no fee for filing 

information request and only the actual cost of reproducing and sending it to the applicant will be 

charged. “Transparency of information is vital to the functioning of democracy and also to 

improve governance, reduce corruption and to hold government more accountable to its 

citizens”, said Imran Khan, Chairman Pakistan Tehreeq e Insaaf. This will go a long way and 

along will be remembered CPDI’s uninterrupted advocacy in ensuring free and fair flow of 

information. CPDI is currently engaged in training Right to Information activists and spreading 

awareness. 


